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each case must be non-official ... A number of native gentlemen of
intelligence and capacity and public spirit have been persuaded to come
forward and to lend their services to the function of government, and
undoubtedly the standard of merit of these Legislative Councils has stood
high,
The Amending Act gives the right to discuss the Budget :-,nd
the right of interpellation (rights hitherto not enjoyed). It also
increases the number of members of the Council, and provides
(vaguely) for a system of election. Of course, the Act is merely
permissive.
According to the regulations issued under the above Act, out
of eighteen seats for additional members for the Bombay Council,
eight seats are filled by election. And the Corporation of Bombay
(itself a representative body), such Municipal Corporations, or
group or groups thereof, other than the Bombay Corporation, as
the Governor-in-Council may from time to time prescribe, Dis-
trict Local Boards, or groups as above prescribed, the Sardars
of the Deccan, or such other class of large landholders as above
prescribed, associations of merchants, tradesmen or manufac-
turers, prescribed as above, and the Senate of the University of
Bombay, have the power to elect those members by a majority of
votes. Similar rales are published for the election by or "nomi-
nation on the recommendation of" the various representative
bodies of the various provinces which have Legislative Councils.
There is no class or colour distinction as to the franchise or
the representatives elected. The member (Indian) for the Bombay
Council in the Supreme Legislative Council having resigned, the
candidates are Indians and a European. The result should be
known by the next week's mail.
I will only give one extract showing.how this and municipal
representation have been viewed by the most eminent men quali-
fied to speak on such subjects with authority. Delivering a lecture
before the Society of Arts, Sir William Wilson Hunter said on the
15th February, 1893:
The Indian Municipalities, to which our Chairman, Lord Ripon,
gave so memorable an impulse, had under their administration in 1891
a population of 15,000,000 and of the 10,585 members who sat on their
Boards or Councils, more than one-half were elected by the ratepayers.
The representative principle Is now being cautiously extended under Lord
Gross's Act of 1892 to the Legislative Councils both of the Supreme and
Provincial Governments.
Portion of the Proclamation of 1858 runs: